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NATIONAL HISTORICAL INTELLIGENCE MUSEUM RESOLUTION

Mr. Chairman:
I want to thank you for this opportunity to give you my;views on
the Senate Resolution to‘supbort the establishment of a National Historical

Ihte]ligence Museum. I am truly Woved by this resolution's rec0gnition

“of those Americans uno have worked and sacrificed, from the first days of
'-;our Republic, to g1ve our gavernment the 1nte1]1gence it has needed to

preva11 in var and to remain secure in peace.

CIA ls a young organ1zatxon, go1ng back on]y to ]947 and 1ts WOrid-ﬁff';

War II progen1tor, 0SS, goes back only another six years to ]94]. But R

f Amer1can 1nte]11gence did not begin with 0SS or CIA- As-the resoTutioh :f

'notes, General George Wash1ngton organlzed and rel1ed upon a variety of :

. 1nte]11gence act1v1t1es in 1ead1ng the 13 Amerlcan co]on1es in the Tong L

’?_:war for our 1ndependence, whose happy end1ng 200 years ago ve celebrate :

-5[3 ‘th1s year. As you know, 1 have TJong had a strong persona1 1nterest in the . o

>V7fvthe Amerlcan Revolut1on that pald spec1a1 attention to the viork of Amer1can~g;7ft

V-hTStOhy of Amer1can 1nte]]1gence and several years ago I wrote a ‘book on f; o

' 1nte111gence serv1ces in that war.

I am gratefu] that a]] of you on th1s Commi ttee have Jo1ned your I

fCha1rman in sponsoring this resolution to esteblxsh a museum that W111

~ commemorate the contributions of thousands of men and women to ‘hmerican

. inte]]igence since 1775. It 1s 1mportant that the American pub]1c recog- 3

- nize and understand the lmportance of 1nte111gence, and for this the

'-pub11c needs 1nformat1on and education about the role of 1ntelllgence in- .

-.
-
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our nation's history. And as this resolution suggests, one highly

important way of educating and informing the public is to establish a

national museum where "intelligence chjects of historical interest”

can be collected, preserved and exhibited to the'public.

In inviting me to testify today, Mr. Chairman, you and your Vice
Chairman asked for my thoughts not only on the importance of having such .

a nuseum - whwch I have Just shared uxth you -- but a]so on what m]ght = o

be 1nc]ud°d 1n 1t and on how I think that such a proaect m]ght be carrled
forward. S1nce the questxon of what such a museum should contain depends
'to a consxderab]e degree on how it is set up,_i m1ght first cpmment on the;:f.;'

' k1nd of 1nst1tutlon that I be11eve is env1s1oned

At the outset I can say that I am glad that the novement to estab]Tsn a 1i‘~

~ HNational Hxstorical Inte]l}gence Huseum is a prlvate 1n1t1at1ve. I th1nk

its advocates are r]ght in want1ng to create a publwc - but not governmental -

| museum. I agree with those who ho]d that 1t would probatﬂy not be appro-

prlate for CIA the Inte111gence Conmun1ty as a who]e, or the Federal Govern— pi;

- ment to fund or adn1n1ster such a museum.v Such a museum shou1d be ent1re1y

free of the constra1nts of nat1ona1 secur1ty c]a551f1cat1on that ]S, a]]

0; its ho]d1ngs shou]d be free]y accessible to the pub]1c.A It shou]d a]so

- be 1ndependent in managing its own affa1rs espec1a11y in dec1d1ng what 1t |

w1shed to exhibit. For these reasons 1t should not be an appendage or adJunct )

to CIA br other organxzatlons 1n the Inte111gence Commun1ty. Indeed for '_-

. such a museum to depend upon lntelllgence agencies for funds, exhlbxts and

<d1rectlon n1ght encourage the publlc to be]leve that it was mere]y a govern- o

- pent pub11c relations operat1on. Thus, I f1nd mysel f 1n sympathy w1th the S

_proponents of this museum.who_believe that the genefal public interest,hthe'uf i
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functional requirements of inte]]igente work, and the benefitszof free-
dom from official constraints, all arque for an independent museum.
'Having said all this, I can immediately add that CIA, and I am sure other
’components of the Intelligence Community as We1j, will be glad to support
and cooperate with a National Hfstorica] InteliigenEe’Museuﬁfdn every
legitimate way we can. | v
. This bringsvme to the question of what should be'inc]uded in such a
»‘.t museun. Here I shou]d focus principally on what might be expected to come
hf from CIA and the Inte]l1gence CommunIty.. Here I must say frankly that
' what CIA can contr1bute will almost certaznly be qu1te ]1m1ted.. This is flv!:;
first because we do not have many obJects or art1facts that could be 'fd =
7exh1b1ted in a museum: we mainly produce paper, and the re]ease to the .'-

) public of some of our records is, I thwnk a separate issue. Beyond th1s;i’t
- our need to protect our sources and methods means that we must keep much -

-~ of our naterla] secret for very con51derab1e lengths of-t1me, SOmetxnes A:f
-f_]ong after the actua] substance of a report may be genera] know]edge. H
:hff. Within these constra1nts however, ‘there are some th1ngs that vie could offer -

_';v.to such an h1stor1ca7 museum.” we have, for examp]e, been ab]e to re]ease o fii

d-;f_U-Z photography to the John F. Kennedy berany for its documentatIOn of T

the Cuban Mlss11e Cr1s1s. e have also given the Sm1thson1an Instltutxon

f7f‘re1ated U~2 materIa] for exh1b1ts there. We’ have shared W]th the pub]1c o

the resu]ts of apply1ng advanced photo 1nterpretat1on techn1ques to Uorld S
‘War II aerial photography, by releasing detailed ana]ysxs of Nazi death |
vcamps and evidence of the Soviet massacre at Katyn. whxle I am confxdent

: that ve can contlnue to re]ease this klnd of 1nte]11gence materzal from
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time to time, I would not want to mislead anyone into expecting us to
be a major source of exhibits for this projected historicalAinte]]iéence
nuseum. |

In conclusion I am gratefq] for the oppo}tunity to testify before

you today, and for the support all of you have shown by joining your

Chairman in co-sponsoring this important resolution.




